Civil Rights and Current Events
Standards Assessment:   4.2: Students analyze current events to better understand the world in which they live.




    4.4: Students explain how past events impact the present and the future.

Average Webb Level 2.3

An educated democratic citizen is an informed citizen.  This means informed on both the historical underpinnings of the world in which we live and how these historical developments affect the current events that impact, challenge, and change our lives.  An analysis of the connections between historical and current events can lead to a better understanding of both.  With this knowledge, better decisions are possible about future actions of a society.


Race and ethnicity are issues that have impacted American society from its founding (contact with Native Americans, differences in roles of disparate ethnic European groups, and of course African American slavery) to today (equality of various ethnic groups including Asian-Americans, Mexican-Americans, Muslim-Americans, in addition to those issues already facing the country).  This assignment will trace the impact of ethnicity on American society.
Step 1:  Locate an article from the RSS feed provided by the Teacher and the Library Media Center staff that reports on an event in America related to the issue of race/ethnicity.  The article you choose must relate to the continuing issues of:  
a) Segregation of public facilities (most likely schools and de facto segregation)



            

b) Economic Inequalities





c) Political Opportunities or Participation



            

d) Racism in Law Enforcement and the Legal System (Courts and Prisons)



            

e) Hate Crimes and Racially Motivated Violence



            

f) Affirmative Action or Efforts to Address Civil Rights Issues
RSS Feed Instructions:
1) Open the Internet & go to www.gmail.com
Username: jhhsus@gmail.com
 




Password: jhhsus10




2) Click on READER along the top options

3) On the left of the page you will see the lists of newspapers, journals & magazines that you will use to find an article





4) Select one 

5) In the main section of the page you will see the titles of the articles from this publication. 

Step 2:  Summarize, Apply, Analyze, Synthesize, and Evaluate the main actors and events of the article as well as the society in which this article is set. (See grading rubric for requirements)
Step 3:  Summarize, Apply, Analyze, Synthesize, and Evaluate the main actors and events of the article and the Civil rights Era as well as the society in which each is set. (See grading rubric for requirements)

The username/password for the NEW YORK TIMES HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS is:  VAY4LHJL6Y   welcome
Step 4:  Complete the electronic poster (located on the Class Projects >Current Events Civil Rights Project Webpage).  Once you have opened the electronic poster template – go to “save as” and save it as your name in your class period’s folder. (Ex: save as: scottjones) 






























